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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

Proof of Impact – co-founder     http://proofofimpact.com 
Cape Town, Amsterdam & Zurich | 2017 - present 

 
Proof of Impact is an ambitious initiative aimed at unlocking the intrinsic value of impact and creating liquid, 
investable instruments underwritten by the value of impact. Proof of Impact is building a new generation of financial 
instruments that allow investors to make a return while putting capital forward towards social impact outcomes. 
Proof of Impact uses blockchain technology to allow impact verification, delivery and financing at any scale and is 
currently working closely with The Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs to build tradeable verified outcome 
instruments in Ethiopia as well as with The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to explore alternative financing 
models for TB treatment in Bihar/ India.   

 
Lykke Corp. – Member of the Board of Directors   http://lykke.com 
Zurich | 2018 – present 
 

Lykke is a new generation Swiss Fintech Company whose mission it is to democratize finance, eliminate market 
inefficiencies and promote equal access to financial markets from anywhere in the world. Lykke is an early mover in 
the blockchain/ Cryptoassets space and an explorer of alternative markets, including impact and natural capital. For 
the last 4 years Lykke has been cooperating with financial regulators in Switzerland, EU,  USA and elsewhere to help 
create a regulated environment for a new generation of financial assets.   
   
 Lykke Corp. – Lead: Executive Transition Team  http://lykke.com 
 Zurich | 2017 - 2018 
 
After two years of global exploration, Lykke consolidated its business model to a focused, fast-growth phase. I have 
advised the company during this critical strategic consolidation & transformation phase and provided hands-on 
strategic and operational support until the new leadership structure has been put in place. 

Veteran humanitarian and serial entrepreneur specializing in building a new generations of exponential 
tech-powered financial instruments underwritten by proven social impact.  

I have almost two decades frontline field experience implementing humanitarian and development 
projects. I am tech-savvy and financially literate, which is a very rare combination. Over the years, I lead 
unique, action-packed operations in some of the world’s most challenging environments. I have been at 
the center of initiatives that turned around traditional non-profit platforms into industry-leading innovators 
and I have successfully founded and scaled up technology start-ups focused on unlocking entirely new 
categories of impact financing and delivery models.  

I thrive at the intersection of impact, innovation and technology. 

mailto:icirco@gmail.com
mailto:icirco@gmail.com
https://circo.io/
https://circo.io/
https://twitter.com/i_circo
https://twitter.com/i_circo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/icirco
https://www.linkedin.com/in/icirco
http://proofofimpact.com/
http://proofofimpact.com/
http://lykke.com/
http://lykke.com/
http://lykke.com/
http://lykke.com/


iulian circo – p. 2 
January, 2019 

 
Triggerise Stichting - Founder & Group CEO     http://triggerise.org  
Cape Town & Amsterdam | 2014 – 2018 

 
I have founded Triggerise in 2014, as a venture built around a model (and technology) developed to solve 
fundamental challenges in aid delivery, that I encountered throughout my career leading the operations of large 
non-profits in under-served markets. Since then Triggerise has grown into an autonomous global group structured 
around 7 different legal entities and operating across 12 markets mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa, plus India & Haiti.  
 

PSI Mozambique - Country Representative      http://psi.org  
Maputo, Mozambique | 2010 – 2014 

 
PSI is the world’s leader in Social Marketing. – a non-profit that delivers health impact at scale using commercial 
principles. At various points during my tenure, PSI Mozambique had anywhere between 200 and 400 permanent staff 
and annual revenues between USD 15m and 26m. Its operations included impact-carrying FMCG products 
(condoms, water purification), mosquito nets, pharmaceuticals, health services as well as building and managing 
large network of health clinics, including mobile surgery units.  
 

PSI Swaziland - Country Representative     http://psi.org  
Mbabane, Swaziland | 2008 - 2010 

 
At the time, Swaziland was the world’s most severe HIV epidemic & PSI Swaziland was the country’s largest non-
profit, at the forefront of the fight against HIV/ AIDS. I had the opportunity to transfer insights from the emergency/ 
humanitarian operations and under my leadership PSI Swaziland became a global model for Mobile Clinical 
campaigns at scale in low infrastructure settings. Additionally, PSI Swaziland became a laboratory for public health 
communication models that were untested at the time in under-served markets - these included social media and 
guerilla campaigns. My team in Swaziland was around 100-150 permanent staff and its annual revenue was between 
10m and 16m USD.   
 

IOM Somalia - Head of Office      http://iom.int  
Hargeisa, Bossaso, Kismayo – Somalia | 2006 - 2008 

 
In a bit under two years I started up three different field offices in Somalia, including a country Office in Hargeisa. 
This was during the military conflict with Ethiopia and towards the end of the Islamic Court Unions period. I built 
and lead a team that managed critical operations in very fluid environments. Some of the projects I lead included 
supporting migrants on the Ethiopia/ Bosasso/ Aden corridor, a few medically-critical emergency evacuations – 
including that of a migrant camp that was targeted by rocket fire (story here) – or an unprecedented HIV/ AIDS hot 
spot mapping that included surveying sex workers across the country, including extremely difficult environments 
such as Mogadishu. This latter report was controversial within Somalia, given the sensitive nature of the topic and 
remains to this day a reference methodology for similar research.    
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IOM Cambodia – Project Lead      http://iom.int  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia | 2005 - 2006  

 
I fundraised, structured and lead a project related to Human Trafficking in several remote provinces of Cambodia, at 
the border with Thailand and Vietnam. This project was taken to scale across these provinces - with the close 
cooperation of the Government - and it continues to this day in an evolved, national form following the same 
blueprint, supported by the same funders and lead by the team that I put together then. During my time in 
Cambodia I was also involved in activities related to resettlement of refugees from Lao, Vietnam and Myanmar.  
 

Humanitarian/ Emergency Missions 
Worldwide | 2001 - 2005 

 
During this time I have completed a number of missions mostly in post-conflict/ humanitarian settings. I have been 
engaged mainly by IOM and UNHCR, mostly contracted globally - out of Vienna or Geneva - and have spent most of 
this period on the road with short R&R slots between assignments. Most of my engagements had a legal protection 
nature. Some of the missions completed included:  

● East Timor - part of the United Nations Transitional Administration (UNTAET), contributing to defining the 
refugee & migrant protection regulatory framework; 

● D.R. Congo – logistics in preparations for first national elections in the country history;  
● Turkmenistan - contingency at the Northern borders of Afghanistan after the US led invasion; 
● Syria – working with Iraqi refugees in Syria, mostly protection and resettlement; 
● Kenya/ Tanzania/ Uganda - supporting the efforts to align migration & refugee frameworks as part of the 

East Africa Community; 
● Western Balkans - advisory work in developing of national frameworks for migrants & refugees;  

 
 
MAYBE RELEVANT: 

• I have an LLM in Human Rights Law, at the Central European University in Budapest (2001). I received a full 
scholarship from the Open Society Institute for this program.   

• I write regularly at the intersection of Aid, Technology and Business. Some of my writing can be found on 
Medium. 
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